
Lake Rescue Association 2019 Annual Meeting Minutes 
Ludlow Community Center, August 3, 2019, 9:00AM 

 
The 2019 Annual Meeting convened at 9:15AM.  In attendance were board members B. Zanca, 
K. Golmont, N. Fisher, P. Newell, B. Vanneman, F. Wingate and A. Rose.  There were 
approximately 30 members in attendance. 
 
Treasurer’s Report – Ann Rose distributed the Treasurer’s Report (attached) for comment.  It 
was noted that the 2019 scholarship in memory of Mary Rita Batesole was awarded to 
Madeline Hiller, a senior from Woodstock High School and will be attending Middlebury 
College.  There being no further comments N. Fisher motioned to approve, seconded by P. 
Newell and report was unanimously approved. 
 
Sedimentation – K. Golmont made a power point presentation (attached) outlining LRA 
initiatives to reduce sediment entering the lake and planning steps taken to date to apply to 
restore the mouth of the Black River and Narrows.  The next steps in the process was to collect 
data and information required for the permit application, identification of contractor, estimates 
of cost and fund raising. 
 
Fish & Wildlife Dock – B. Zanca reviewed the status of the F&W plan to install a dock at the 
Fishing Access.  Currently, both LRA and VT F&W are in a data collection period and both sides 
are required to present their findings for mediation later in the fall of 2019.  B. Zanca indicated 
that a camera was installed to observe activity at the Fishing Access and milfoil greeter are also 
collecting some data.  N. Fisher presented some information regarding the number of VT 
Fishing Accesses in VT (143) of which only 29 have a dock. 
 
Milfoil Report – B. Zanca reported that LRA continued to sponsor the Greeter program at the 

Fishing Access.  Chris Mott returned in 2019 as our greeter. 
 
 F. Wingate indicated that in 2018 LRA was authorized to use bottom barriers in 

hot spots in Round Pond.  In 2019, 12 (10’x50”)bottom barriers were place in 
the northern end Lake Rescue.  F. Wingate indicated that the permit for 
bottom barriers is good for 10 years however LRA must submit a map on the 
location of barriers to be installed. 

 
 C. Yoder, LRA contract diver, discussed the success of the barriers and her work 

during this season.  She also suggested that some barriers be placed in Round 
Pond.  C. Yoder also responded to questions about use of herbicide on milfoil. 

 
 B.Zanca thanked C. Yoder and her husband for their work on behalf of the LRA. 
  



 
New Business 
 
Approval of Board Nominations – B. Zanca noted that M. O’Neill was retiring from the Board.  

He indicated that J. Diesenhouse had recently purchase land and built a new 
house on Red Bridge Road, she was a long time VT resident and ski instructor.  
A motion was made and seconded to nominate J. Diesenhouse to the Board, 
the motion passed unanimously. 

 
Red Bridge Dam -  A member asked whether there was any new information with respect to 

the Red Bridge Dam since it was reported in 2018 in the letter from Scott 
Murphy that it was rated by the state to be in poor condition and needed 
repair.  F. Wingate indicated that he was not aware of any new information 
since the letter received in 2018. 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:50AM 
 
Submitted by Kevin M. Golmont 
 
   



Lake Rescue Association

Sediment Initiatives and Restoration
August 3, 2019



Initiatives by LRA

• Using ANR Atlas surveyed the drainage 
infrastructure, drop outlets and catch basins 
around Lake Rescue and Pauline

• Notified Town of Ludlow of infrastructure that 
required maintenance after April 2019 Storm

• Catch basins at East Lake and Ellison’s Lake Rd
• Developing a plan to restore lake to post 2013 

restoration lake depths



Tropical Storm Irene

• In August 2011, Vermont was hit by TS Irene
– Flooding
– Impacting the water quality and clarity
– Depositing sediment and causing shallow areas

• Resulting in navigation issues in the lake



2013 Permitting Process

• In April 2012, LRA hired Griggs Lang 
Consulting Engineers to do a bathymetric 
analyses of lake bottom

• Restoration plan was to restore river channel 
and Narrows to a 4 foot depth

• LRA met with VTDEC regarding findings
• Filed application and the permit was approved 

September 2012
• Work began September 2013



2013 Restoration

• In August 2013 Griggs Lang updated bathymetric 
analyses of the permitted area

• Contractor worked from September 3 through 
October 1, 2013

• Removed approximately 1200 cubic yards of wet 
sediment

• Created a cone shaped channel 20 feet wide 
expanding to 130 feet wide 4 feet deep

• Estimated cost was between $70 and $100,000



2013 Dredging Plan



What happened 2013 to 2019

• Since 2013 more sediment has been carried 
into the permitted area and beyond

• As time passed there are more reports of 
boats grounding in the channel and Narrows

• VTDEC prepared a bathymetric analyses on 
October 1, 2018

• On October 10 and 12 2018 GL prepared 
another bathymetric analyses at LRA expense



VTDEC Lake Map October 2018



October 2018 Current Conditions



April 2019

• In April 2019, a large storm pushed sediment 
that had loaded into streams down into the 
lake

• The sediment could be observed in several 
locations around the lake
– Mouth of Black River
– East Lake Stream
– Archibald Lane
– Tepper drive



Mouth of Black River in April 2019



Sandbar emerges July 2019



East Lake Road Stream April 2019



Future Restoration Discussions

• LRA board has been investigating a plan to 
restore navigation in the channel and Narrows
– Griggs Lang bathymetric
– Field observations
– Collecting information

• Meeting with VTDEC representatives on July 
30, 2019



Preliminary Plan discussed with VTDEC

• Restore Channel and Narrows to post 2013 
Restoration depths in cone shape 20 feet wide 
expanding to 130 feet and 4 feet deep

• Restore north end of Narrows to 2013 depths
• Estimated material to be removed is 2500 

cubic yards
• VTDEC suggest cutting a channel behind sand 

bar from river mouth into Narrows



Preliminary Plan discussed with VTDEC



Other Restoration

• Remove the large amount of sediment at the 
mouth of the East Lake Road Stream

• VTDEC requested LRA to set up meeting with 
Town of Ludlow, VTDEC River Engineer and 
LRA regarding further action on catch basins



Next steps

• Continue to collect data and information 
required for permit application

• Develop plan to dispose of sediment removed 
from the lake

• Identify Contractor (possibly 2013 contractor)
• Estimates to do the work
• Prepare draft application for permit
• Raise funds to implement plan
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